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There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 7th April 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.
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Town Clerk
AGENDA
1.  Apologies 

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members

(a)
Prejudicial Interests

(b)
Personal Interests 
3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
4. (a) To nominate Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2008/2009

    (b) To nominate Deputy Town Mayor for the Municipal Year
          2008/2009

5.  Oral questions from Electors

(Please would Members raise any questions initially with the office)
6.  Planning Applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item)    (See list attached)

7.  Mayoral Communications    (see list attached)
8.  Minutes and Reports 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+ *(a)  Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 25th February 2008.

+ *(b)  Special Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 10th March  2008.
8.  Minutes and Reports (Contd)
+*(c)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 10th March 2008.

 + (d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 17th March 2008.  
 + (e)  Meeting of the Riddy Management Group held on Thursday 27th March 2008.

+ = Previously circulated

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

9.  Reports from Representatives
To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
10.  Clerk’s Report
To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)

11.  Oral questions from Electors

On matters raised during this meeting.
12.  Press Release








SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	17.3.08

37/08

	08/00414/FULL

Sandy Sports & Leisure Association

c/o Sandy Sports Centre

Engayne Avenue

SANDY

SG19 1BL
	Full application for fencing alterations and minor paving works on the synthetic grass pitch at Sandy Sports Centre, Engayne Avenue, Sandy, Beds
	
	Town Council

7.4.08
	

	25.3.08
38/08

	08/00458/FULL

Hazells Hall Ltd

Hazells Hall

Everton Road

SANDY

SG19 2DD
	Full application for the erection of an all weather outdoor tennis court on land at Hazells Hall, Everton Road, Sandy, Beds.
	
	Town Council

7.4.08
	

	30.3.08

39/08

	08/00483/TPO

Mr B Hunt

P O Box 155

SANDY

SG19 1WL
	Tree Preservation Order application for works to trees as per submitted schedule at 8b Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 8a and 8c Bedford Road, Sandy notified

	
	Town Council

7.4.08
	

	30.3.08

40/08

	08/00452/FULL

Sineill Ltd

c/o Triad Planning & Design Ltd

The Old Dairy

Manor Farmhouse

Manor Road

Barton le Cley

MK45 4NP
	Full application for the erection of a 2 bed bungalow on land adjacent to 48a Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 48a Sunderland Road, Faynes Court (Aldwyck Housing), Sandy notified

	
	Town Council

7.4.08
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7.  Mayoral Communications
6.3.08 Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Kempston’s


Charity Italian Diner at The Fretelli Italian Restaurant.

7.3.08 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of


Peterborough’s John Chase Supper at the Town Hall.  Cllr &
Mrs D Gale also attended.

8.3.08
With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Dunstable’s 


Charity Banquet and Ball at the Riverside Suite, Luton.

12.3.08
Met, with the Mayoress, the Revd Derwyn Williams to 


Finalise the arrangements for the Civic Service.

17.3.08
The Mayoress, supported by Mrs R Gale, attended the Ivel


Stroke Club AGM at Quince Court.

28.3.08
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 


Godmanchester’s Fair Trade Evening.

29.3.08
Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Huntingdon’s 


Civic Charity Ball at the Town.

30.3.08
With the Mayoress and Deputy Mayor attended the 25th 


Sandy Ten Race and associated Fun Run.  I started the 


Sandy Ten, took part in the Race and presented, with Paul


Tomlin, the winners’ trophies; (Paul organised the first


Fourteen Sandy Ten Races).  The Mayoress and Deputy


Mayor started the Fun Run and welcomed back the runners


from both races.

4.4.08
With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of the City of 


Peterborough’s Charity Ball at the East of England 


Showground.  Cllr and Mrs D Gale also attended.

6.4.08
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 


Ramsey’s Civic Service at St Thomas a Becket Church.


Cllr & Mrs D Gale also attended.
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COUNCIL MEETING – 07.04.08
RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

8.  Minutes and Reports 
(b)  Special Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 10th March 2008.
4. Foreman of Groundstaff

(S28/07)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

PART “B” – RECOMMENDATIONS
MINUTE NO S28/07

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
(c) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 10th March 2008.
10. Outstanding debt – Advertising in Sandy Town Council Newsletter No 13

(F89/07)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO F89/07
Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted under Section (6) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (other than the authority)”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.

(d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 17th March 2008.  
11. Emergency work to Council Office Heating

(P94/07)

Resolved to Recommend: (a) That the replacement of the central heating/hot water boiler in the Council Offices be approved at a cost of £2,700.

(b) That the funding of this amount be sourced from the Interest on Capital account.

(e)  Meeting of the Riddy Management Group held on Thursday 27th March 2008.
2. Management Agreement for the Site


Resolved to Recommend:  i) That the Beds Wildlife Trust be asked to undertake the supervision of the site for a total of 6 days per year at a cost of £1260.00 in 2008/2009 

ii) That the Beds Rural Communities Charity be asked to undertake the duties associated with the wardening of the site for a total of 18 days per year at a cost of £3780 in 2008/2009.

iii) That the time allocation should be reviewed in October 2008 to ensure that the needs of the site are being met.  

iv) That the Management Agreement for the Riddy Local Nature Reserve, subject to the changes detailed above (copy of agreement attached) be approved and signed for 12 months from 1st April 2008 with an option for it to be extended for a further three years thereafter.
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10.  Town Clerk’s Report

1.  Accounts 01.04.07 to 29.02.08 
To receive and approve lists of Receipts and Payments for February 2008.
(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
2. Grant Application
An application has been received from Simon Gutteridge, the Team Librarian for Sandy.  He is asking for a contribution of £250 towards the cost of the 2008/09 children’s programme of events. (Copy of Application attached).  The events have been given grant funding for several years from the Community Liaison Forum.  The Town Council has no budget for grants at present, however there is still a sum of £1,474 available in the (now defunct) Forum Account.  A grant of this type can be made under the powers granted under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972. 
(Members are requested to consider whether or not they wish to make a grant and if so, how much and where the funds are to be sourced)
3.  Request concerning Sandy Tuesday Youth Club

A letter has been received from Mr K Lynch concerning the running of the Sandy Tuesday Youth Club (Copy attached) 16 letters from children who attend the group accompanied the letter.

Mrs Sue Henderson the Director of Christian Family Care was approached to try to ascertain more details about the club.  This was set up for 9–13 year olds (a group not catered for by Beds County Council Youth Service) with grant funding from the PCT Healthy Living Fund, this funding has now ceased.  Because the funding was always identified as finite Christian Family Care had planned an exit strategy which entailed the training of volunteers to run the group and equipping them to build up the numbers of other volunteers and to apply for grant funding.  There are two volunteers undergoing training at the moment and Mrs Henderson said that Christian Family Care was prepared to fund a paid worker for six weeks from Easter to support the volunteers.  The exit strategy was approved by the Healthy Living Board.

Mrs Henderson said that most of the other groups set up with the original grant funding were re-grouping under the Children’s Centre banner but the Youth Club did not fit the criteria for this.
10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Contd)
She thought that it would fit in the category of Extended Schools and was of the opinion that grant funding would be available from a number of sources for the group.
If Town Council were to consider making funding available for this it would have to be under the power given under Section 137 of the Local Govt Act 1972.  Youth provision is a statutory power of the County Council/Unitary Authority.

Members need to consider the Criteria for Grant Aid they adopted at Council meeting on 10th September 2007.  Among other criteria this states:

“Applications should be linked to a specific project rather than to assist with running costs.”

Additionally until the new management committee is set up there will be no written Constitution and no bank account, both criteria for aid.

It may be possible to offer assistance “in principle” with the stipulation that a grant application fulfilling the requirements of the criteria be received and approved before any funding is disbursed.

(Members are requested to instruct as to the actions they wish to take). 


4.  Request for Directional Signs
Adrian Lear from Mid Beds District Council has submitted a request for the erection of 10 directional signs around Sandy.  This has been approved by the JMC/SSLA and the signs will give directions to “Sandy Sports Centre and Upper School”.  A copy of the map of sign locations and the completed form describing how the proposal contributes to the Local Transport Plan Objectives are attached.
(Members are asked to consider whether or not they will support the application, which must be referred to Bedfordshire Highways by Town Council).
5.  Internal Audit 
The Internal Audit of the Town Council’s accounts took place on 14th March 2008 (Copy of report attached).
Payroll
Further investigation has shown that the notification of the 1.4.07 “cost of living” increases had not been received before the meeting of 10th September when the minute in question was approved.
10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Contd)
The only figure the Council had at that time was the figure from 1.4.06 - the Auditor inspected payroll figures for February 2008 when the new scale was in effect.  For the sake of completeness an amended page 904 has been attached to this agenda for approval.

Payments

This was not brought to my attention by the auditor during the visit.  The invoice will have been cast by the supplier and the error went unnoticed – the supplier has not asked for further payment as yet.  I am unable to identify the invoice in question, however, if the supplier realises the error and asks for payment this will be sent.
(Members are requested to receive the Internal Auditor’s report)
6.  Advertising for Deputy Clerk
As a result of the resignation of Peter Evans it was necessary to advertise the position of Deputy Clerk urgently.  The cost of £877.80 was approved by the Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor and Town Clerk under the delegated authority of the Financial Regulations of Sandy Town Council, paragraph 15.
(Members are requested to ratify this expenditure)
7.  Sandy Enhancement Group Request
As members will recall Sandy Enhancement Group is planning to replace the grassed area and flower bed at Sandy Station with a feature planned to enhance one of the gateways to the town.  This is to include elements of railway track etc in keeping with the area.  The Group has attracted funding of £1,000 from First Capital Connect, goods in kind from Network Rail and others and the Town Council has so far pledged £500.  There is an estimated shortfall in the funding of £2,000 (Copy of workplan and costings attached).  The group has requested that Town Council consider the use of section 106 money to make up the shortfall.
(Members are asked to consider if they wish to use Section 106 funding for this purpose)
8.  Planning Appeal 6 Stratford Road, Sandy – 07/01080/FULL

Council has received notification that the Appeal Hearing for this property is to take place on Tuesday 13th May 2008, starting at 10.00 am.  It will be held at the Mid Beds District Council offices at Chicksands.

10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Contd)

(Members are asked to appoint a representative to attend the hearing on the Town Council’s behalf and make representations in line with the Council’s stated position on this application).

9. Request for Grant funding – Creative Arts Week

A letter has been received asking for funding to support a Creative Arts week in Sandy. Members will note that this includes an invitation for them to attend a musical evening on Wednesday 23rd April as part of the week’s events (Copy of letter and application attached).

£600 has been requested in order to pay for a drumming workshop.  The Council is able to support these activities under the powers granted under s145 of the Local Govt Act 1972. As with the application above funding is available in the Forum Account is needed.

(Members are requested to consider whether or not they wish to make a grant and if so, how much and where the funds are to be sourced)
10. Captain William Peel Walk

A request has been received from Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity to erect a sign board on Council property i.e. the grass verge on the entry to the Town centre car park.  (Copy of map and signboard attached).  
This is in conjunction with a walk organised, written and conducted by Barry Groom of the Tourist Information Centre to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Captain Peel’s death.  The walk will take place on Sunday 27th April and will encompass places associated with Captain Peel in its 3.6 mile length.

The cost of the board and leaflets to accompany the walk has been funded by Bedfordshire’s Hidden Britain Group, in which the Tourist Information Centre has been an active participant.

(Members are requested to grant permission for the board to be erected).
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